
Duck & Goose Find A Pumpkin by Tad Hills
Let’s Go Apple Picking by Lori Haskins Houran
A Leaf Can Be… by Laura Purdie Salas
Dora’s Perfect Pumpkin by Kristen Larsen
How Many Seeds in a Pumpkin? by Margaret McNamara

BOOK SUGGESTIONS:
Did you know there are hundreds of books within your reach, without ever
leaving home? Check out Tulsa City County Library’s mobile app that lets you
check out audio and e-versions of your favorite books and music. You can find
directions for downloading the app at www.tulsalibrary.org/library-apps. 

These and countless other titles are available as e-books through TCCL: 
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PROJECT:
After diving into a few books together
as a family using TCCL’s free app,
extend your learning by creating a
Fall-themed sensory bin. Sensory bins
are easy to make with a few items you
can find around your house, and they
provide children with an opportunity
to use their imaginations and explore
different textures. This is an engaging
way for families to learn and create
together, while children develop their
cognitive and fine motor skills.
Children are fully immersed in the
process of creating and exploring! This
activity is best for early learners

Gather and Read On Wheels goes virtual! Now is a great time to download
Tulsa City-County Library’s free app and listen to audiobooks, music, and

more! In alignment with this literacy activity, we suggest you check out books
related to the alphabet!



Use your dry filler ingredient and fill your plastic box or container about
halfway. This leaves room to add other ingredients and to freely sift and
scoop through the bin. 

 While adding ingredients, use a measuring cup to help your child
measure out ingredients. This adds a fun educational element as they
learn and practice measurements.  Make predictions: How many cups
do you think it will take to halfway fill your bin?

 Add in other items such as small sticks, leaves, pinecones, mini pumpkins,
etc. 
 Discover!  Examine and explore the different textures in your sensory bin
by sifting through the ingredients with your hands or using tools such as
measuring cups, spoons, and more to dig and scoop.

INSTRUCTIONS:
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Plastic box or other container to hold materials

shoebox size or slightly larger is best
Dry filler ingredients 

such as gravel, dried corn, beans, rice, pasta, lentils, etc. (You only need one, but
could add multiple ingredients for a variety of textures)

Leaves, acorns, small sticks, pebbles, pinecones from outside
Items with warm, autumnal colors
Measuring cups, spoons, funnels: to scoop and play!
Miniature pumpkins, apples, squash, and gourds (optional)

SUPPLIES NEEDED:

The fun of sensory bins is that there are limitless possibilities. You choose the base
filler ingredient and all other fun textures and items to add. We were inspired to
create a fall theme because Gathering Place is filled with gorgeous red, orange,
and yellow leaves in the fall months, but building a sensory bin is a wonderful

educational activity any time of the year. Children can be involved in every step of
the process- from selecting ingredients, to assembling, to exploring!



Fine Motor Skills: Scooping, digging, sorting, etc. are all great ways to help
your child develop fine motor skills. 
Math Concepts: There are opportunities to incorporate math literacy into
the activity by measuring ingredients, counting, and sorting items based on
color, texture, or other similarities.
Literacy Skills:

Using your tools, pencil, or your finger, draw shapes and write words
on the surface of the dry filler ingredient. Try these Fall-themed words:

Also, dialogue with your child as you create and play with the bin together.
Research shows that talking to and with children increases language and
brain development and promotes lasting literacy skills. Use the questions
below to help lead your child in an educational dialogue: 

  Can you describe the texture of this leaf?

  What is your favorite color in the sensory bin?

  What are some fall activities you enjoy?

  How does our sensory bin remind you of fall?

EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS:

Leaf       Pumpkin      Acorn      Squash      Corn     

Fall        Autumn     Pinecone      Apple      Cider
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